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GERMANY – ‘LEADER’  OF THE EUROPEAN PAPERWORLD 

    The German paper industry ranks fourth in the world after China, 
USA and Japan, but is at the top in Europe holding the No. 1 
position in production and quality.  

    The German P&B industry produced 23 million tons in 2011 and 
additionally imported about 9 million tons. A high per capita domestic 
consumption of 255 Kgs., (much above the European Union average of 

165 Kgs) coupled with the high export demand, complements the 
continuous growth in quality and production. Between 2001 and 
2008 the German paper industry grew at a CAGR of 4.5%. In 2008 
there was a decline of 2%. The next few years have experienced 
growths of less than 1%. 

    Manufacturing is based at around 160 production sites across the 
country and yields a turnover of nearly 15 billion Euros, providing 
direct employment to around 40,000 people.  

    The industry is identifiable as a high-tech sector with a future. 
German paper mills produce some 3,000 different paper grades, 
some of them being customised to meet special requirements with 
regard to finish and quality. Paper production figures are continually 
growing for printing papers and packaging paper and board, sanitary 
papers and a multitude of technical specialities ranging from 
banknote papers up to filter and laminate grades.  

    German papers are in international demand, with nearly 45 % of 
total production going into exports. In many areas German paper 
companies are players in the 1st league and even the global market 
leaders for their products.  

Source:Verband Deutscher Papierfabriken eV(German Pulp & Paper Association)  
2011 (Total in Mio Tons): Production : 22.7  ::  Exports : 10.1  ::   Imports : 9  

SUSTAINABILITY 

    In line with global objectives, German paper companies have 
documented evidence, that 100 percent of the imported wood and 
up to 84 percent of the imported pulp are identifiable by certificates 
regarding legal and sustainable origin. 

    The paper industry works continuously to optimise its processes in 
order to meet economical and environmental standards. Since 1990, 
the specific CO2 emission per ton of paper has been reduced by over 

34 per cent (source: VDP monitoring of the climate protection agreement 

by German industry). 

    The proportion of recovered paper, i.e. the amount used per ton 
of newly produced paper, is already over 68 per cent in Germany (vs 

60 per cent in the European Union as a whole). But in terms of ‘recycling’ 
the figure is as high as 77%. In other words, for every 100 kg of 
paper used in Germany an average of 77 kg is recovered for 
recycling into fresh paper. 

    Papyrus Deutschland formerly Schneidersöhne, is the second 
largest German paper wholesaler and a leader in the German paper 
industry, supplying many of the country’s large banks and insurance 
companies. 

    Papyrus formalized their commitment to responsible forestry and 
trade, by joining WWF’s Global Forest & Trade Network in Germany 
with a target to increase the proportion of Forest Stewardship 
Council (FSC)-certified papers in its overall volume significantly. 

    Says the General Manager of Papyrus. “As a leading paper 
wholesaler we want to contribute to sustainable forest management 
and rule out procurement sources that we consider risky or about 
which we do not have sufficient or reliable information.” 

GREEN LABELLING 

    Blue Angel (Blauer Engel) is the German certification for 
products and services that have environmentally friendly aspects. 
With its rigorous rules regarding raw materials and the use of 
certified chemicals as well as consideration of health and quality 
standards, the Blue Angel certification is a reliable guidepost for 
environmentally friendly paper products. 

    For example every year in Germany, nearly 18 kg paper per head 
is used for hygienic purposes alone, totaling to a consumption of 
over 1.4 million tons. To meet the Blue Angel criterion, the 
respective products must use 100% recycled fiber. 

RESEARCH AND TRAINING 

    Germany with its long tradition of ‘Research’, ‘Development’ and 
‘Learning’ in all fronts has followed suit in the Paper Industry. 

    The Papiertechnische Stiftung (PTS) established in 1951 as a 
foundation is funded by three Pulp and Paper associations (VDP, 
HPV and FPT). PTS supports companies in the paper value chain 
by providing research, consultancy, testing and training services. 
The laboratories at PTS are equipped with innovative equipment for 
testing and analyses of paper consumables, and finished products.  

    More recently, in 2006, Voith (the paper machine manufacturer) 
opened the Paper Technology Centre (PTC) at Heidenheim. It is 
claimed to be the world’s most advanced paper research centre 
(Voith made an investment of 75 Million Euros, the single largest investment 

in its history.). For the first time the entire paper production process 
could be tested and optimized under realistic working conditions.  

International Paper ( IP ) has been declared the most admired company in the forest and paper industry 
by Fortune Magazine. This is the 9

th
 time in the last ten years that IP has received the award. IP is present

in India through their group company Andhra Paper (APPM),  Rajamundhry. 
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    Apart from the above, Training schools are organised periodically 
by mills like UPM (UPM Paper School) and paper chemical companies 
like BASF to provide updated ‘state of the art’ knowledge to their 
customers and associates. 

THE LEADERS 

    Koehler : The name Koehler stands for high-quality special 
papers in the areas of :Thermal paper; Carbonless paper; Fine 
papers and Technical specialities; Colored papers and specialitites; 
Decor paper etc. With an annual sales of 482,000 tons of paper, the 
Koehler Group is one of the few independent German companies in 
the paper industry using state-of-the-art technology at all their three 
locations –Oberkirch Kehl and Greiz. 

    Papierfabrik Palm, produces a range of newsprint and 
corrugated packaging board grades with a total capacity of over 1.9 
million tons per year – using 100% recovered fibre at all their three 
locations. PM-6 at the Worth plant, manufacturing corrugating paper 
has notched up several speed records. 

    Mayr-Melnhof Karton is the world‘s largest producer of coated 
carton board made from recovered fibres, and also holds an 
increasingly strong position in the production of virgin fibre-based 
board. In December 2011, Voith successfully commissioned a 
curtain coater on their PM 2 at MMK Gernsbach providing 
customers with significant added value: Better and more 
homogenous coating surface coverage, guaranteeing optimized 
visual opacity, better print and varnishing results.  

    Gmund is a family business with its headquarters in Bavaria. It  
leads the market in design papers. ‘GMUND’ combines art and 
craftsmanship; tradition and innovation; man and machine.  The 
results are an incredible palette of  papers in the most widely diverse 
colors and with every conceivable surface texture. 
All Gmund papers are FSC-certified. “Gmund for Food” are  papers 
for  packaging of  foodstuff in appetizing colors such as Sugar, 
Caramel, Dark Chocolate or Taste of Gold that call to mind aromatic 
coffee, fragrant tea or luscious pralines. 

    UPM group produces about 4.5 million tons/year with 7 paper 
mills at various locations. Nordland Papier is the largest, producing 
1.4 Mio. Tons of newsprint. Ettringen and Hurth manufacture 
uncoated magazine papers and newsprint from 100 per cent 
recycled fibre. The new paper mill at Plattling produces newsprint, 
high-quality SCA-A offset and rotogravure paper grades. 

    Stora Enso is one of the worlds largest paper groups. It has 4 
paper mills in Germany producing approximately 6.0 million tons/ 
year. 

    The Kabel Mill in Hagen, focuses on the production of high-
quality wood-containing coated printing papers in reels and sheets 
with an annual capacity of 495,000 tons. The two paper machines in 
Maxau produce approx. 520 000 tons of high-quality magazine 
paper a year while the Sachsen Mill produces 5 million tons / year 
of standard newsprint paper for coldset and heatset, directory paper 
and de-inked market pulp from 100% recovered paper. The 
Uetersen mill produces high quality label papers and multi coated 
printing papers. 

    M-Real Zanders the paper and cartonboard division of the 
Finnish Metsäliitto Group produces 240,000 tons/year. It has world’s 
largest range of cast-coated papers and carton boards of 180-400 
g/m² in all common formats for image reproduction in photo quality. 
‘CHROMOLUX’ has become a synonym for cast-coated fine papers 
and is the global leader in its segment.   

    Papierfabrik Scheufelen based in Lenningen is Europe's market 
leader for coated premium papers, with a worldwide export to more 
than 40 countries. It has based its success on continual innovation. 
Paper Excellence BV, took over Papierfabrik Scheufelen in 2011. 

    Moritz J. Weig: with their carton board works in Mayen (Eifel) is 
one of Europe's largest recycled carton board manufacturing plants 
with annual production of 600,000 Tons. 

    Metsa Tissues the leading European tissue manufacturer has 4 
plant locations in Germany. The plant in Duren now specializes in the 
manufacture of the innovative ‘SAGA’ baking and cooking papers. 

CONCLUSION 

    Collaborative research is the ‘key’ due to which the German paper 
industry is acknowledged as a producer of high quality paper and 
board. Stress on innovation, new products and respect for the 
environment has ensured it’s continued leadership position in the 
world. 

    Economically, the euro crisis is becoming very crucial since a 
third of the total sales in the paper industry is determined by Europe. 
Therefore, while very little investments have been made for ‘new’ 
machines, the industry keeps itself well equipped with leading-edge 
technology to squarely face the future.  

QUOTABLE 
QUOTE 

The greatest danger for most of us is not that we aim too high and we miss it, but we aim 

too low and reach it. - Michelangelo 

SCRABBLE What does  O C C  stand for ? ( Hint : Wastepaper Furnish) 
First correct answer will win a Parker Vector Roller Pen (Maximum two prizes for one person in a year). 
Post / Fax / Email your answers to EDITOR-W&F SNIPPETS by 20

th
 May, 2012. 

WINNER  
APR’12 

Mr.K.S.M. Srinivas, Asst.Manager, P.M. (Process), Andhra Pradesh Paper Mills Ltd, Rajah Mundry (A.P.) 
Answer:   C 2 S  :  COATED 2 SIDES 

?QUIZ Choose the right options  
Increased colloidals in the papermaking system also indicate 
a) increased turbidity b) increased COD levels c) increased anionic trash d) decreased conductivity 
Post / Fax / Email your answers to EDITOR-W&F SNIPPETS by 20th May, 2012.   

WINNER 

APR’12 

Mr. Mohd Naseem, Middle East Paper Co., Production Manager – PM1 & 2, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia 

Quiz :  Choose the right option :- 
A silicone based defoamer is normally not used at the wet end of papermaking because it can :- 
a) make the paper slippery b) produce silicone oil spots c) makes the paper flammable d ) requires a very high dosage
Answer:   b)  produce silicone oil spots 

���� Prizes    
1. Best / first correct answer received will win one-year subscription to IPPTA Journal (Maximum one prize for one person in a year). 

2. Best of the 12 monthly winners in a year, will win one-year subscription to Paper 360
0
 Magazine, USA.

☺
To the optimist, the glass is half full.  
To the pessimist, the glass is half empty.  

To the engineer, the glass is twice as big as it needs to be. Engineer’s Viewpoint 
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