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TURKEY : EMERGING IN PAPER 

    Turkey is a peninsula that straddles 2 continents : Europe 

and Asia, making it a meeting point of the  Eastern and 
Western hemispheres. 

    Its geographical location and its cultural, social and 
economic ties with its neighbors, has  led to its strategic 

advantage in gaining access to a dynamic market 
encompassing over 600 million people.  

    Turkey’s first paper mill - Turkish Pulp and Paper Factory 

(SEKA), was set up in 1934 as a public sector project and 

finally privatized in 2005. It still ranks among the top ten Paper 

producing mills.   In 2010, there were 46 mills which produced 
5.4 Mio. Tons of Paper & Board. 

    As per the Istanbul Chamber of Industry, 10 of these figure 

in the list of Turkey’s top industrial enterprises. 

WHY IS THE TURKISH PAPER INDUSTRY INTERESTING ? 

    With a GDP of around USD 660 Billion in 2010, and a CAGR 

of little under 8.0 %, Turkey is amongst the fastest growing 
economies of the world. 

    Privatization and reduced government controls on foreign 

trade has resulted in increased investment and today 26% of 

the GDP is accounted for by industrial production.   

    Over the past decade, Turkey’s per capita domestic 

consumption of Paper & Board has grown at 5.8 % per annum. 

At the same time Turkey’s  exports of Paper and Paper 
Products have grown to around USD 1.2 Billion in 2010 (Mainly 

tissue: ~$650 mill .& Paper Packagings: ~$ 250 mill.) 

WHAT ARE THE MAJOR GROWTH DRIVERS 

�   Growing GDP ( CAGR of around 8% ) 

�   Increasing personal income ( High per capita GDP ) 

�   Young population ( Median Age : 28 years ) 
�   Advancements in the education system 
�   Improving literacy ( present literacy level is 88% ) 

�   Urbanization ( 75.3% of the total population are urban dwellers ) 

�   High demand for Western products 
�   Hygiene programs and initiatives 

Structure of the Industry 

    Consultants like Jaakko Poyry have found many similarities 

between the growth patterns of the Paper Industry in India and 

Turkey. 

Like India 

• The Paper Industry of Turkey is  in a rapid growth phase  due
to the positive developments in the key economic drivers. 

• There is a history of government ownership of the forest
industry, but privatization is in progress. 

• The paper and board industry of Turkey is still firmly in the
hands of local companies. 

• Compared to global standards, Papermills’ size is still ‘small’. 
• The top 5 players account for 39% of total production. 
• Global paper industry players have not yet gained a strong

production asset position. (only G-P has acquired a presence in 

the industry, whereas SCA has a share in Selkasan )

Advantage Turkey 

    Inspite of the above similarities there are a few significant 
differences in favor of Turkey 

� The per capita consumption of P&B in Turkey is to the tune of 
64 Kgs compared to a paltry 10 Kgs in India.  

� Unlike India, Turkey is a major producer of facial and toweling 
tissue and high quality packaging boards. 

� Turkey is a significant exporter of P&B, mainly tissue and 
packaging paper and board. 

TISSUE –‘TOWELING’  EUROPE  

    Tissue production in Turkey has had a fairly long history. 

Apart from fulfilling the growing domestic demand, Turkey is 

now a prime supplier to the sophisticated markets of Europe. 
“Turkey has developed from a rather balanced tissue market to a 

big exporting country in the Mediterranean region” says a Tissue 

manufacturer. 

    Ipek Kagit, an initiative of the Eczacıbası Group 

inaugurated the first modern tissue production plant in 1970. 
Today it is a 50:50 joint venture with Georgia Pacific – USA 

and controls more than 50% of the domestic towel and tissue 
segment. Its plant in Yalova ranks among the leading 

production sites in Europe in terms of capacity, technological 
infrastructure and quality. Its products are exported to more 

than 30 countries in three different continents. 

    Ipek’s success has been their positive orientation towards 

customers’ needs and product innovations which include:  

‘Compact Hanky’, ‘Selpak’ facial tissue and their latest 

innovation: Turkey’s first vitamin lotion embedded facial tissue. 

In a move to substitute flexible  plastic packaging ( used for personal care & food packaging ) ITC Ltd. has joined hands 
with Harita NTI, a TVS group company to produce bio-polymer paper products. The existing market for flexible 
packaging in India is estimated to be USD 2.8 Billion and growing annually by 14 – 15 %. 
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    Hayat Kimya is the other well known group involved in 

tissue production. Their first Tissue Plant was set up in 2006 

at Yeniköy near Izmit.  In 2010, their tissue paper production 

was over 70.000 MT.  

    Concurrently a Metso supplied Advantage DCT 200 TS 

tissue production line came on stream in December 2010 at 

the same site. With a width of 5.6 m and a design speed of 

2,200 m/min, the new line has a design capacity of 70,000 

MT/ A of facial, toilet, and towel grades.  

    The steady increase in demand for tissue has attracted many 

entrepreneurs to invest in tissue paper making or converting. 

Following this trend is AK GIDA SAN ve TĐC A.Ş, currently 

producing dairy products -  aims to diversify into the field of 

tissue products by building a new tissue mill in Pamukova, 
Turkey.The new line by Metso will produce 60,000 tons a year 

of high-quality facial, handkerchief, toilet and towel grades. 

    Lila Kagit is another company, with no previous paper making 
experience, who entered the tissue business and has written a 

success story. Starting with one Metso machine in 2007, they 

would soon be adding another of similar size in 2011. 

    Regarding the tissue market their MD remarks  “It is now 

sure that over 200,000 tons/yr of capacity will be added in 2011- 

2013. It will take at least five years for domestic consumption to 

absorb the new investments. Therefore, exports from Turkey will 

need to increase in double digit numbers to keep everyone busy.” 

ALL WELL ON ‘BOARD’ 

    Turkey has been called the ‘Centre of Packaging’ in 

Eurasia. As the retail market has expanded, packaging 

consumption in Turkey has also increased rapidly. 

    The Turkish market is estimated to have the highest growth 

rates in the corrugated board industry in Europe. Between 2005 

and 2010, the market has grown at an annual rate of 12%.  

    With a production of 1.9 million tons/year Paper, carton and 

corrugated board products, it accounts for approximately 40% 
of the total packaging industry’s production. Eight paper 

packaging companies are among Turkey’s top 500 companies. 

    Turkey exports packaging products to 200 countries 
including UK, Germany, Israel, Iran, and Russian Federation. 

   ‘Turkish Packology’ is an initiative of the Istanbul 

Exporters Association  aiming to conduct marketing and 
promotional activities in target countries to improve the 

integration of Turkish packaging sector with the world market.  

    This development has resulted in intensive studies on 

packaging forms and more rational packaging. Members have 

been able to improve quality and cost competitiveness, 
thereby serving the needs of the best brands of the world with 

cost-effective state-of-the-art technology.  

    Modern Karton Sanayi Ticaret AS, a privately owned 

enterprise is the biggest containerboard manufacturer in 

Turkey with an annual capacity of 400,000 tonnes of testliner 

and corrugating medium. Mondi Tire Kutsan is the other 

leading supplier of corrugated packaging. 

IMPORTS 

    While there is a clear focus on the export of tissue and 

packaging boards, demand for printing and writing papers has 

outpaced regional supply, leading to large scale imports which 

could touch 2.5 Mio. Tons by 2020. 

CONCLUSION 

    Turkey, the country where East meets the West has 
always been more grounded in the East. However the 
developments in tissue and the packaging grades of paper 
indicate that at least for the Paper and Board industry, the 
pointer is clearly towards the Western hemisphere.  

QUOTABLE 
QUOTE 

He who has health has hope, and he who has hope has everything – Arab Proverb 

SCRABBLE What does  A F H  stand for ? ( Hint :  Tissue related ) 
First correct answer will win a Parker Vector Roller Pen (Maximum two prizes for one person in a year). 
Post / Fax / Email your answers to EDITOR-W&F SNIPPETS by 20

th
 September, 2011. 

WINNER 
AUG’11 

Mr.R.Venkatesan, Purchase Department, Seshasayee Paper & Boards Ltd, Cauvery RS PO Erode - 638 007 (TN) 
Correct Answer:   A S T M   :  AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR TESTING AND MATERIAL 

?QUIZ Choose the right option :  a) or b)  
In the Flotation Deinking process of Mixed Office Waste it is easier to remove :a) Hydrophobic ink particles b) Hydrophillic ink 
particles.  
Post / Fax / Email your answers to EDITOR-W&F SNIPPETS by 20th September, 2011.   

WINNER 

AUG’11 

Mr. Pramod Jain, JK Paper Limited, P.O. Central Pulp Mill, Fort Songadh, Dist: Surat (Gujarat) 

Quiz :  In a Single Layer Fabric there is one warp & one weft.  How many warps & wefts are there in a normal Double Layer Fabric?  Select the right 
answer :  a) one warp & two wefts  b) two warps & two wefts  c) two warps & one weft  
Answer :  a) one warp & two wefts   

���� Prizes    
1. Best / first correct answer received will win one-year subscription to IPPTA Journal (Maximum one prize for one person in a year). 

2. Best of the 12 monthly winners in a year, will win one-year subscription to Paper 360
0
 Magazine, USA.

☺ The naturalist had just returned after an expedition to the Antartica. A group from the local club were in his house to hear his stories. The 
wild-life enthusiast turned on his tape recorder and when a loud shrill sound was heard, he said “See, I could record the mating call of a 
snow leopard”.  At the same time his wife called out from the kitchen “Yes Bob, do you need something from me”. Nature’s Call 

Published by >> 
Wires & Fabriks  (S.A)  Ltd, 

JAIPUR-302012, India. 

Phone: 0141-2341722  Fax: +91-141-2340078 

Email: snippets @ wirefabrik.com 
Only For 

Private Circulation 

The contents & opinions expressed in this publication are of the writer/editor. The Company has not verified & may not subscribe to the same.


